504

ISEA2010 RUHR

ISEA2010 RUHR

Conference Proceedings

Conference Proceedings

Keynote

Marko Peljhan (si)
University of California, Santa Barbara
Associate Professor

Logistics and Strategies –
What I Have to Tell You
about Radio and 1995
The talk by Marko Peljhan explores the tensions between the emancipatory
and destructive potentials of technological systems for data aggregation and
distribution, radio and related media fields. From the history of the satellite,
life in the Arctic, to the realities of a modern battlefield.
The wars on the territory of former Yugoslavia from 1991 to 1999 have transformed multiple landscapes on multiple scales. These range from deeply
emotional, personal and psychic, to the technological, techno-political and
even strategic fields.
As the wars started in 1991, one of the first visible and tangible consequences was that the skies went silent. Air traffic in one of the more congested air corridors in Europe stopped. No contrails were visible for months,
and when they reappeared, they were a consequence of military, UN or
other war related traffic. Air traffic control communications all but ceased. But
one particular landscape that accelerated in the other direction almost to full
saturation was the rest of the electromagnetic spectrum. Telecommunications suddenly became a vital, congested and deadly tool in the hands of the
opposing military factions. Electronic media played a vital role in preparing
the genocides that followed and in chronicling them as well as saving and
destroying lives, separating and uniting families and loved ones, mapping
and executing destruction and analyzing it. As a radio-amateur operator, I
followed these events with my radio systems on high and very high frequencies from Slovenia, utterly incapacitated to do almost anything and drawing
conclusions that haunt me to this very day. Wherever I am. In Srebrenica,
Tuzla, Sarajevo, Belgrade, Ljubljana, Santa Barbara or Den Haag.
When the skies over Bosnia were slowly opened again in late 1995 and
early 1996, after the NATO-led bombing of Serbian forces’ military and
communications positions around Sarajevo and central Bosnia that started

in late August 1995 and ceased in September 1995, I created a work that
followed them in all of their ‘spectral’ qualities, entitled Terminal, that was first
shown as part of the ‘Sense of Order’ exhibition in the Ljubljana Moderna
Galerija in 1996. But 1995, as we learned in July and August, was also the
year when the genocide over Bosnian citizens, started in 1992 by the army
of s.c. Republika Srpska with the help of international mercenaries and Serb
paramilitary forces with the tacit and many times not so tacit support of the
federal forces of the Serb dominated Yugoslavia, took its final turns with the
overrunning of the UN designated ‘safe areas’ of Srebrenica and Žepa. All
that followed is a sad and cynical history of the betrayal of a people by an
incapable, cynical and cowardly United Nations ‘Protection’ Force, a history
of ruthless and well executed mass murder on an unprecedented scale for
our part of the world in the late 20th century, enabled by an organized, rather
well equipped, armed and completely honour-less military and paramilitary
force and a stand-by European and world community, waiting for four years
that the weak would be overrun and destroyed by the more powerful, and
that a semblance of peace, built upon destruction might prevail. These
attitudes are still sensed to this very day, despite the establishment of the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the convictions of many and the silence of many more. Denial of genocide is still not
a crime in Bosnia, or for that matter in all of former Yugoslavia and Europe.
Besides the survivors’ memories, forensic evidence on the ground and the
satellite and aerial reconnaissance photos that provided a silent witness to
the brutality on the ground with their SIGINT, COMINT and IMINT systems,
one other damning piece of evidence remained. The spectral trails of military
communications that prepared, executed and later tried to hide the evidence
of genocide. Trails, that were intercepted, recorded, deciphered, decoded
and catalogued by a small force of tactical intercept operators using very
basic equipment in strategic positions in Eastern Bosnia, including the
mountains Konjuh, Okresanica, and positions in Dekici and Gradno. Some of
which, to this day remain important SIGINT and COMINT positions for this
part of the world, manned by the super secretive National Security Agency
personnel and off limits to the rest of the world.
When I learned about the existence of this evidence, I started digging
up the archives of the ICTY, the most obvious place, first slowly and with a
lack of response from the court archivists and clerks, later, especially since
the Krstić and Blagojević case archives and court exhibits went online, the
results were here.
Later I met and talked to some of the people who set up this intercept
operation and to a lot of people that re-lived the events from 1992 to 1995
and onwards with me, especially Hasan Nuhanović and Nedžad Hasanović
and I am deeply indebted to them for the time and energy they are devoting
in talking to me and opening up their archives, contacts and memories. The
work Territory 1995 was part of a long process that attempts to map, understand and reveal the role of tactical and strategic communications and their
record in the execution of modern world genocide.
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